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on in Killough harbour, from thence called by Speed, the 
haveu of Ardglass. Its antiquity is very great, as a 
church was founded hereby St. Patrick. It is said to have 
been a borough, though on its ruin the privilege of return- 
ing members to parliament went into disuse ; in the reign 
of Henry the VI. it was a corporation, governed by a 
Portrieve.. So late as the beginning of the reign of Char- 
les the I., the duties of the Port of Ardglass were let to 
farm. The history of this interesting town is involved 
in much obscurity. The ancient English family of the 
Savages, are generally supposed to have been the fust 
colonists of the place, and the founders of most of the 
castles remaining here, to whom a good part of Locale, as 
well the Ardes, anciently belonged ; for it appears by an in- 
denture, iu the public records, dated the 31st of May, 28tb 
of Henry VIII., made between Leonard Gray, Lord 
Deputy, and Raymond Savage, chieftain of his clan, that it 
was covenanted — " That Raymond should have the chief- 
tianshipand superiority of his Sept, in the territory of the 
Savages, otherwise called Lecale, as principal chieftain 
thereof, and that Raymond should give to the Deputy, for 
acquiring his favour arid friendship, 100 fat able cows and 
a horse, or 15 marks, Irish money, in lieu thereof at the 
pleasure of the Deputy." But, however this may be, it is 
certain that this southern part of Lecale originally belong- 
ed to the Magctmises ; and the historian of the county — _ 
Harris — from whom most of our materials are taken, is of 
Opinion, that the Savages were only intruders, of a rather 
recent time ; " For" he adds, " there is a tradition in these 
parts, that when the Savages had formed a strong body of 
men in order to oppress the Magennises and other Irish fa- 
milies in Locale, the latter were obliged to call for the as- 
sistance of the Earl of Kildare, and promised him one or 
two townlands, according to the extent of their territories, 
and by that means, that noble family got Ardglass, and 
other lands thereabouts. When the earl had marched as 
faras Ballykinlar, the Savages submitted and so the quar- 
rel ended." 

The Kildare family are, we believe, still the chief pro- 
prietors of this decayed town, as well as of Strangford. 
King Henry the VIII, by letters patent, granted to Ger- 
ald Fitzgerald, Earl of Kildare, in fee-farm, all the grand 
and pettycustoins of the Ports of Strangford and xYrdglass, 
with a power of constituting officers for the collection of 
that revenue. They continued in the Kildare family, ex- 
cept during the period of its attainder, until the earl of 
Kildare sold the same to King Charles the I., in the go- 
vernment of the Earl of Strafford, Anno 1637, and were 
then said to be worth to the King .£5,000 per annum ; 
and they were confirmed to King Charles the II., his 
heirs and successors, by a clause in the act of explanation, 
17th and 18th Charles II. 

During the various civil wars of Ireland, the castles of 
Ardglass frequently changed masters. About the year 
1578, they were taken from the O'Neils, after a stout re- 
sistance, by Sir Nicholas Bagnal, Marshal of Ireland, who 
placed here a strong garrison ; and they again foil into the 
possession of the Irish in the memorable rebellion of 1(5.1 1. 

Ardglass, formerly gave the title of Earl to the family of 
Cromwell, and afterwards that of Viscount to the family 
of Barrington. It is a rectory in the diocese of 
Cloyne — the ancient church of Ardholl, situate near the 
town, was the original parish church, hut was removed 
into the town, as tradition says, in consequence of its being 
desecrated by a cruel murder, committed by the clan of 
the Mac-Cartens, on the whole congregation assembled 
at the Christmas midnight mass. 

There is a very curious lime-stone cavern, with a large 
entrance aperture, and extending 60 feet, situate at the 
N.E. point of the harbour 

Wliilo our Journal i.i at prow, this evening, Thursday, March 21st. 
a very extraordinary atmospheric; phenomenon appeared over our city, 
which we think it right to notice. About eight o'clock, we observed n 
luminous arch of dazzling brightness, in form resembling the rainbow, 
hut much, brooder, and more extensive, nearly bisecting the heavens 
from east to west. Atear.li extremity.it rested on beds of clouds, of 
that kind, called by meteorologists strain; with the exception of which, 
the atmosphere was quite clear. The narrowest part of the arch was at 
the eastern extremity, which was also the brightest, from which it grn- 
rtuulty widened, and became fnlnter towards the western. It decreased 
in lustre about half pnst niue o'clock, and wholly disappeared about ten. 

Mr M'Skimmiii, in Ills History of Carrirkfcrgus, records the appear. 
mice of similar phenomena there In the years Isl-i, ltjlli, and lBlul ullof 
which appeared about the same houi In the evonuur. 



ANNALS OF DUBLIN, 

TRANSLATED FROM THE AUTOGRAPH OF THE FOUR MASTERS 
IN THE LIBRARY OF THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY. 

(Continued from page 290) 

1536. Many virulent diseases raged this year, viz. a 
a universal plague, go\lft/t b/teac,* dysentery, and fever, 
which swept away a large portion of mankind. 

1537. S. Patrick's ciozicr, which was held in the high- 
est veneration from S. Patrick's time, was burned this year 
in Dublin. - !" 

1543. O'Dounell (Magnus) attended the Great Council 
in Dublin, together with~his brothers ligiwchan and l)o- 
nagh — they were taken and cast in prison and in chains, 
where they remained for a long time. They were after- 
wards set at liberty by advice of the Lord Chief Justice 
and the chiefs of Ireland, and peace and friendship made 
between them. 

1545. A part of Christ's Church, in Dublin, was thrown 
down, and a stone coflin was discovered, in which was 
found the body of a bishop in episcopal dress, with 
ten gold rings] on his ten fingers, and a golden chalice 
standing by the side of his neck ; the body when removed 
from the coflin was found perfect and sound, and it did 
not lid! asunder when removed from its place ; it was 
placed in a standing position supported by the altar, and 
left there for some time. No part of his dress faded or 
decayed, which was a great sign of sanctity. 

1540. Mac-G'wlla-I'hairu'u: {Mtxpalrick) (lirian) made 
a prisoner of his own Tcige, who was a acted. U.iider$. 

* "&0\&]1. I)(teaC, literally, the: ipcvhlcd or spotted disease. 
In Connaught it menus the. small-pox, but in the smith of 
Ireland it signifies tho spotted fever. What the Four Mas- 
ters meant by *J<xtOat Ort(JO.C I ">n unable to determine. 
The ancient Irish physicians, however, never used it to sig- 
nify tho small pox, as appears from the works of O' Mickey, 
and other physicians. Tuigo O'Quin, who, before the year 
1352, wrote Commentaries upon tho works of Hippocrates, 
Aviccmm, Galeu, Gillibortinus, &c. always usch tho word 

botj&c, not %<d.a.fi buo&c, t0 Hi tr nif y tlie •»»«#;>«•*> «» 

will appear from tho following extracts : 

" Variola: et morbilli .sunt de genera infliction um, &c. ,i. <\x) 

Oolgac <ycdf en 01}/tu;fcjnec7j. yf bo jnejfcjb' 
no. tufyta ;<Xb 0.ir>UJl 0\bC|t GuxiHmiTiNUS : < umVersmliw 
Bgrituuinou sunt, &o. .j. -jj- j<vt> no. b-e0.v-l0.7nce uljbe 
,1, Morfon, Serpigo, Lepra, Vaiuola ixcOf Morbilli; 
ACOr* yf Cio.b Jf Morfea<juf) .j. j~<xlcn)f Serpigo .1. 

bfiujeejga, Lepra .j.lubrto., vauioi..e ,y botjiieb, 
Morbilli, ,-j. bttujfcjnecb. 

And in another place: iXcOf )f Ujme <l be/tcyri 
vAiiioLiKo'n p>co.lbo.no\b o.;nm vauium accy- )f jn&nn 
vauium acdf n) ej^arnujl; oj/t bjb bata ejv-cirilo. 
;r~;n ey-lovjnCe 7-0 email <ita jeal, /tucb, bujhe, 
bub acof u&nj <xcOf 0. bejt Gillibkri'iniih j^ei) meb 
tijb <j.nejf-lo.jnce f6 anbat bub no a<xr>) eo/< ob 
mo;bj bjf martbeacJ). 

Variola: (Ootjac) »nd Morbilli, (O/lUjt/necb) i,rB ()f 
tho class Leprosy, and are reckoned among the ayritudinai 
universalis by Ghxtuertinub. 

This disease (OolTJctcb) ' 3 culled vaiuola: in Latin, 
from tho word varium, which signifies various, Cor it assumes 
various colours, such na white, reddish, yellow, black, and 
green, and Gillibertinus says that tho more this disease ap- 
proaches a black or green colour, tho more dangerous it is. 

f Colgiui gives a long account of this stuff in Tr. Tlmum. 
p. 203, '204. S. Bernard speaks of it in his lifts of S. Mulii- 
cby, and describes it as covered over with gold and adorned 
with most precious gems, (liaculmn auro tectum et grmmis pre- 
tiosissimis adornatum.J Ginddus Cumbronsis says that in Ids 
time it was removed from Armagh to Dublin. 

} Ceann jreo-ono. cojoihe, in the original Cednn 
peo.bno\, signifies a captain, lender, or commander. Kent- 
inge calls Moses the ceftrjrj piftbim of tho children of 
Israel. 
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and sent him to Dublin with his crimes written along with 
him, and the English put him to death by order of his 
father. 

New coin was introduced 'into Ireland this year, i. e. 
copper; and the Irish were compelled to use it instead of 
silver. 

The rebels were defeated at Saile na d-tri g-Caislen, 
{tcrwn of the three castles) by the English and by Brian an 
Ckogaidh, the son of Terence O'Toole ; the sons of James, 
the son of the Earl of Kildare, viz. Maurice and Henry, 
were taken prisoners, together with twenty-four of their 
people, who were afterwards brought to Dublin, and all 
cut in quarters, except Muurice,;.who was confined in 
the King's castle until it should be determined what 
death he should receive. These rebels were thus cut off, 
and although their power was of short continuance, yet 
they did great mischief. 

1547. Maurice Anfeadha, (of the wood,) the son of the 
Earl of Kildare, was executed in Dublin. 

1548. O'Melaghlin (Teige Roe,) brought Edmond 
White, (a Fail:,) and his Leinster forces, with him into 
Delvin, to plunder it. Melaghlin, the son of Art O'Me- 
laghlin, was taken prisoner by Edmond White, and sent 
by him to Dublin. 

Calvach O'Carroll went to Dublin to the Great Court, 
but he was treacherously taken prisoner and confined in 
the King's castle, and none of his friends obtained any in- 
formation why he was incarcerated, or how he could be 
ransomed. 

1550. Anthony St. Legcr arrived a second time in Ire- 
land, as Lord Chief Justice, and many of the Irish chief- 
tains repaired to Dublin to meet him at the Great Court. 

1551. The Lord Chief Justice marched at the head of 
an army into Ulster, and dispatched the crew of four 
ships to the island of ^eacrutjnn.^to plunder it. James 
and Colla, )the two sons of Mac Donnell of Scotland, 
were on the island to defend it. A battle ensued, which 
ended in the total defeat of the English, not one of whom 
survived the battle excepting the lieutenant who com- 
manded them on this excursion, whom the Albanians 
(Scots) kept as a prisoner until they got in his stead their 
own brother, Sorley Boy M-Donnell, who had been im- 
prisoned in Dublin a year before that time, besides other 
ransoms. 

A great Court was held in Dublin, upon the return of 
the Lord Chief Justice from England. O'Neill, (Con, 
the son of Con,) Earl of Tirone, was taken prisoner 
through the intrigues and complaints of Ferdoragh, the 
Baron, upon which the son of O'Neill waged war with 
the English and the Baron, to revenge the incarceration 
of his father. Great evils were done between them. 

1552. The Lord Chief Justice marched at the head of 
an army into Ulster, against O'Neill of Clannaboy, and 
the Scotch. The son of Savadge of the Ardes, and a 
party of the English, went first before them to plunder 
the country. But they were met by the son of O'Neill at 
Oel t:Shiyc&,'f who made a vigorous attack upon them 
— put them to flight — and killed the son of Savadge, to- 
gether with forty, or according to others, sixty of them. 

* This island is situated ubout seven Irish miles off the 
north coast of Antrim. It is called Rathlin on all the mo- 
dern majis of Ireland, but pronounced Raghcree by the na- 
tives Sea Usher's Primordia, p. 1029, and Hamilton's 

Letters concerning the North Coast of Antrim. This island 
has been colled Riaina by Pliny, rUim by Ptolemy, Riduna 
by Antonimus, Rechrea by Adamnan, Rachlinda by Bucha- 
nan, T2ecjiajnti and Tl<x6lc)rit> by Tigernach, Rackra 
by John Lesley, Rachrine by John Fordun, in bis Scotich- 
vonicon, T2e<XCrttLjnr) by Dudley M'Firbis, and Rathlin by 
Sir William Potty, who says it resembles an Irish Stockin, 
the toe of which pointeth to the main lande. The West end of 
this island is called Ceann J?0.m<J.;t, or tha thick head or 
promontory, and the south end was anciently called Cecnn 
Caol, or slender head, being a small point of land pointing 
to the North coast of Antrim. - 

f Now Anglicized Belfast. Del jrej/t/te signifies the 
mouth of the ferry or pass. Colgan translates fe&flf&t 
vadum vel trajectits. 
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Howbeit the Lord Chief Justice advanced, and com- 
menced to erect a castle at Belfast ; but they gained no 
victory.^ took no spoils or hostages on this occasion, 
and their pride was very much humbled. 

FerdoTagh O'Neill, the Baron, marched his troops to 
aid the Lord Chief Justice and the English, but was un- 
able to come up to where they were on"that, night, but he 
pitched his camp at no great distance from them. Shane 
Dongaileach O'Neill pmrsued the Baron his brother, with 
another army, made an attack upon his camp that night, 
and killed great numbers of his people. 

William Brabazon, the King of England's Treasurer, 
perished on this expedition. His body was brought in a 
ship to Dublin, and his heart was afterwards sent to the 
King of England, as a token of his loyalty and truth to- 
wards him.* 

1562. Teige, the son of Morogh O'Brien, made his es- 
cape from Dublin, where he had been for some time incar- 
cerated. 

1564. O'Donnell (Calbhach) and O'Boyle (Torlogh) 
repaired to Dublin to the Lord Chief Justice, to confer 
with him. On this occasion the Lord Justice treated 
O'Donnell with great honor and respect. 

1575. Great heat and extreme drought happened in the 
summer of this year j it did not rain for one hour from 
the 1st of May to August. In consequence of this drought, 
loathsome diseases and most afflicting maladies were ge- 
nerated amongst the inhabitants of England and Ireland, 
but more especially at Dublin, Naas, Ardee, Mullingar, 
and Athboy. Many a castle was left without a guard — 
many a flock without a shepherd — and many bodies, even 
of the noblemen, were left uninterred. 

Sir Henry Sidney came to Ireland as Lord Chief Jus- 
tice in the autumn of this year. He landed in Ulster, 
and found all Ireland one scene of waT and intestine com- 
motion. He established peace, friendship, and unity, be- 
tween the Tircomiallians and Trronians, and throughout the 
province of Ulster. He banished to England the Earl of 
Essex, who bad invaded Ulster, and acted treacherously 
towards Con O'Donnell and Brian O'Neill. 

Con O'Donnell and Con, the son of Niall Oge O'Neill, 
who had been imprisoned in Dublin, effected their escape 
from it about this time; and Con O'Donnell retrained 
hidden in the wilds and deserts of his country, until the 
Chief Justice sent him a pardon. The Chief Justice went 
in the commencement of the ensuing winter through Bre- 
gia and Meath, and from thence to Forthuatha Laighean, 
(the country of the O'Byrnes and O'Tooles) and he made 
peace between the English and Irish of East Munster 
and Meath, and the descendants of Rosfailghe.f and the 
descendants of Conall Cearnach.J He then successively 
proceeded south-west to WaterfoTd, Youghall and Cork, 
about Christmas, and destroyed and beheaded a vast 
number of rebels and bad subjects throughout these dis- 
tricts. 

15S0. James Oge, son of James, who was son of John, 
who was son of Thomas the Earl, went upon a predatory 
incursion into Musketry; but Cormac M'Carthy being 
apprized of his designs, assembled all his troops on a plain 
to oppose him. M'Carthy being told that James had pass- 
ed him by, advanced to a sequestered spot by which, he 
thought James would pass. M'Carthy had not been long 
there before he perceived James coming on with great 
spoils ; whereupon he charged the army— slew great num- 
bers — took James himself prisoner, and sent him to be in- 
carcerated in Cork. Here James remained two months, 
occupied in preparation for death, performing penance for 
his sins, and begging forgiveness for his evil deeds j but 
at the expiration of that time a writ arrived in Cork from 
the Lord Chief Justice and the Council of Dublin, order- 
ing the mayor to have him executed and cut in quarters. 
This was accordingly done. 

* ftuccao o. 6o/ip '; n-Cdc<iri co b-<Ctcli<\c 

<v p o jnamft <yctuf <f- purine bo. 

f Res Failgke, from whom Ui Fafighe or Ophaly is 
named, was the ancestor of O'Conor Faly. 
£ The O'Mores of Lagisia, now the Queen's County. 



